
GRANARD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held in the Granard Community Library  on Wednesday, 4th December 2019 at 4.00 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor P.J. Reilly.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Paraic Brady, Michael Carrigy,





Garry Murtagh and Turlough McGovern.
IN ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.





Mr. David Coppinger, Senior Executive Engineer.





Ms. Ann Marie McKeon, Administrative Officer.
MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES – circulated.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh, the Minutes

of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on 24th September 2019 were confirmed and adopted.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh, the Minutes of Committee Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 22nd October 2019 were confirmed and adopted. 

On the proposal of Councillor P. Brady seconded by Councillor G. Murtagh, the Minutes of Meeting of Granard Municipal District held on the 22nd October 2019 were confirmed and adopted.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
DECLARATION OF INTEREST BY MEMBERS.

None.
AREA ENGINEER’S PROGRESS REPORT.
D. Coppinger detailed the Area Engineer’s Progress Report, as circulated, and replied to queries raised. 

UPDATE ON GRANARD PUBLIC ART FEATURES.
Leader Funding - It was agreed that Granard MD should consult initially with Granard Tidy Towns Committee regarding accessing Leader funding for this project. 
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.
Wheelchair Parking Bays.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Turlough McGovern and seconded by Councillor M. Carrigy -
 “I request that signs be placed at Wheelchair Parking Bays stating ‘Permit Holder Only Wheelchair Parking” as these parking bays are being used and abused as regular parking bays.”
D. Coppinger stated that in accordance with the Road Traffic Acts, the regulatory marking for a disabled parking bay is the Road Marking. The disabled parking bay sign (TSM Chapter
5 F204) may be used but is for information only and only supplementary to the road marking.
If the Members decide that the Council should erect these signs, this can be done but the cost will have to come out of the Maintenance Budget. 
Councillor McGovern suggested that a Disabled Parking Bay be located at the Church in Granard and Councillor P.J. Reilly suggested that a Disabled Parking Bay be located at Purth Church. 
Parking Arrangements in Granard.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Turlough McGovern and seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady  -

“I request an update on parking arrangements in Granard. Parking, in general in Granard, is getting to a crisis point and needs to be addressed for the benefit of the people of Granard” 
D. Coppinger stated that there is considerable history behind the issue of Parking in Granard. The policy for quite a few years has been that there would be no amendments to parking on Main Street until the Off-Street Car Park (Churchquarter Area) was developed.  As you will know the Off-Street Car Park is unfinished as it was to have been completed as part of the Development of the Churchquarter. 

It is the intention of Regeneration Section of Longford County Council to prepare a Regeneration Strategy for Granard, and as part of this, it is expected that the consultants will look at parking and make recommendations in relation to provision of parking. Regeneration Section have completed a procurement process for a consultant for this work, but the consultant has not been appointed yet. They are awaiting funding to progress with the project. Once funding is approved, the consultant will be appointed, and they will consult with the elected members and local community on the priorities and future development of Granard.

Cleaning of Road Signage.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paraic Brady and seconded by Councillor  M. Carrigy -

“That Longford County Council cleans our signage along our roads and junctions as some of it is hidden with vegetation and covered in dirt.”
D. Coppinger stated that signs are cleaned by Area crews as required and subject to resources being available. Generally, this activity is carried out during the winter months when the roads programme has been completed.  If members have specific concerns, please notify the relevant Engineer and the signs will be cleaned as soon as possible.   TII have contractors employed to clean and maintain National Route signage.

The following issues were also raised –

· Missing letters on some signs  - Councillor G. Murtagh

· Sign for Ballinamuck, out of Ballinalee, needs to be replaced –Councillor M. Carrigy.

Bridge in Ballinamuck.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Paraic Brady and seconded by Councillor Garry Murtagh  -

“What is the update on repair to the bridge in Ballinamuck.”                                                                                              
D. Coppinger stated that this bridge is in a Tender Package with two other bridges. It is intended that this package will go to tender as soon as Longford County Council receives the tender package from the Consultants. Work will commence as early as possible in 2020 but if instream work is required it will be May.  
Maintenance of Small Rivers.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor Micheal Carrigy and seconded by Councillor Paraic Brady           -

“I call on the OPW to provide funding to carry out a feasibility study on all small rivers, tributaries etc with regard to developing a scheme similar to the LIS to alleviate flooding issues.”

D. Coppinger stated that a letter will be forwarded to the OPW to ask that they provide funding to carry out a study as requested.    However, it would be advisable to develop a specific scope of works for such a study before seeking funding.
A.O.B.
The following items were raised by the members –

Councillor M. Carrigy 
· Public lighting in Lisryan.

· Provision of “Village” sign in Moatefarrell

· Low Cost Safety Scheme for road adjacent to Football Pitch on France Road, Ballinalee.

Councillors P.J. Reilly and Turlough McGovern

· Public lighting at Mills Lane, Granard. 

Councillor Garry Murtagh

· Footpath from the Church to Graveyard at Legga.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ____________________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Granard Municipal District Meeting held on the 
28th January 2020.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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